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The UnBalanced Openings 
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Balanced Openings 
1C-Weak Balanced (“NT”) Opening 
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1NT-Balanced Standard NT Opening 
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2NT-Balanced Intermediate NT Opening 
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2C-Strong Balance (& UnBalanced) Openings 
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Discussion of Balanced Openings Response Selection 
 

The choice of the response to the Balanced Opening must be evaluated using a logical 
priority basis.  Remember that the Balanced Opener is showing Points  by opening:  

    Balanced Open    Points 
·  1C ....................12-14 
·  1NT..................15-18 
·  2  NT ...............19-21 
·  2C..2x..2NT.....22-24 
·  2C..2x..3NT.....25-27 

 
And, the Balanced Opener holds one of the following three distributions: 

   Distribution  
·  4-3-3-3 
·  4-4-3-2- 
·  5-3-3-2 

Note: Since Opener may hold one 5-card Suit, a Major or Minor, the response 
sequence must communicate that situation. 

 
The following response decisions should be evaluated in the specified priority order, 
based on the Responder's holding: 

1. With a 5+ card Major bid Jacoby Transfe (bid Diamonds or Hearts)r. 
2. With a 3- or 4-card Major , and sufficient Points, bid Puppet Stayman (bid 

Clubs) 
3. With a 5-4, or better, holding in the Minors, and with sufficient Points, bid 

Minor Stayman (bid Spades). 
4. With a 6+ card Minor holding, and sufficient Points, use the Minor 

Transfers (bid NT or Clubs). 
 

Notes:  a) Responder's use of 1. or 2. will find all 8+ card Major fits by 
partnership, or a Contract in NT.  To use the 3. or 4. responseb, the Responder will 
hold 2-2, or less, in the Majors, which will be rare. 
b) All responses are ON with interference. 
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UnBalanced Openings 
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The 1D-Unbalanced replaces the traditional 1C/D Openings, but provides 
information, in addition to a) denial of a 5-card Major, and b) 1-level opening 
points, and c) a 3- or 4-card Minor:  d) at least, one unspecified 5-card Minor, 
and e) an unbalanced distribution.  The responses to the 1DUnbalanced Minor 
Open attempt to identify a Major of NT fit as the first priority. 
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1H/S-Unbalanced Major Opening 
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�� -Mini-Roman Unbalanced Opening 
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3C/DH/S-Pre-emotive Unbalanced Openings 
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Openings Summary 
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Step Responses with DoPI & RoPI 
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Defensive Methods 
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CCaarr ddiinngg  SSiiggnnaallss  SSuummmmaarr yy  
Leads 
Ace 
 
King 
Queen
 
Jack 
Ten 
Nine 
 
High 
Low 

Summary: 
…………… 
 
…………… 
…………… 
 
…………… 
…………… 
…………… 
 
…………… 
…………… 

Shows… 
AKQ10, AKJ9, AQJ10 (Unblock Signal). 
Rarely against Suit Contract, shows Ax. 
Top of Sequence- KQJ, KQ10, maybe KQx. 
Top of Sequence- QJ10, QJ9, maybe QJx. 
   Also, from Suits headed by KQ109. 
Top of Sequence- Maybe J10x (Denies Higher Honor). 
Two or Zero Higher Honors. 
Combinations headed by A109, K109, Q109. 
   Possible, but rarely, a top Card. 
Encourages Suit on 1st Lead or Discard of Suit. 
Discourages Suit on 1st Lead or Discard of Suit. 

 

1-Level Suit-Opener Defenses 

� Michael’s Unusual 2NT 
Opening Overcall Holding Overcall Holding 

1C 2C 

1D 2D 

5 Hearts & 
5 Spades 

5 Hearts & 
5 of Unbind 

Minor 

1H 2H 5 Ss & 
5-card Minor 

1S 2S 5 Hs & 
5-card Minor  

2NT 

5 Clubs & 
5 Diamonds 

 
Michael’s Cue Bid: 
/������)�
 ���
 ��	
 	��������
 �
 �&�������	
 ���	
 ����
 ��
 ������
&��(
 ��

������
���
���
����� �	����"
#
��	
��

1�
�!��
��
� ������
��	
��
+1�
��


�
 �!��
 +��
 ���&�
 ������
 ��	
 ���	��"
 #
 ��	
 ��
 
2�
 � !��
 +2�
 ��
 
�

�!��
+��
���&�
���
�����
 �3��
��	
������
 ����"
�� ��
�����
���������

�����	
 ��
 ��
 �����
 �
 ���	�
 ����"
#
 ��	
 ��
 
4*
 ��
0� ����	��
 ��(�
 ���

������		��
 ��
 ��	
 ���
  ����"
 #
 �����	
 ��	
 ��
 ���
 �� ����		��
 %�����

����
��
��������
��

4*'
���&�
����
���
���
��	
&�� 
������
%+5
������

��
 ���'"

Unusual  Two No-Trump: 
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Defense of Opponent’s 1NT Open - Cappelletti 
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Appendix 
Opening Hand Distribution Probabilities 

Distribution  Total Hands Probability  Bal. 
13,0,0,0 4 6.30E-12 NO 
12,1,0,0 2028 3.19E-09 NO 
11,2,0,0 73008 1.15E-07 NO 
11,1,1,0 158184 2.49E-07 NO 
10,3,0,0 981552 1.55E-06 NO 
10,2,1,0 6960096 1.10E-05 NO 
10,1,1,1 2513368 3.96E-06 NO 
9,4,0,0 6134700 9.66E-06 NO 
9,3,1,0 63800880 0.000100 NO 
9,2,2,0 52200720 8.22E-05 NO 
9,2,1,1 113101560 0.000178 NO 
8,5,0,0 19876428 3.13E-05 NO 
8,4,1,0 287103960 0.000452 NO 
8,3,2,0 689049504 0.001085 NO 
8,3,1,1 746470296 0.001176 NO 
8,2,2,1 1221496848 0.001924 NO 
7,6,0,0 35335872 5.56E-05 NO 
7,5,1,0 689049504 0.001085 NO 
7,4,2,0 2296831680 0.003617 NO 
7,4,1,1 2488234320 0.003918 NO 
7,3,3,0 1684343232 0.002652 NO 
7,3,2,1 11943524736 0.018808 NO 
7,2,2,2 3257324928 0.005130 NO 
6,6,1,0 459366336 0.000723 NO 
6,5,2,0 4134297024 0.006511 NO 
6,5,1,1 4478821776 0.007053 NO 
6,4,3,0 8421716160 0.013262 NO 
6,4,2,1 29858811840 0.047021 NO 
6,3,3,1 21896462016 0.034482 NO 
6,3,2,2 35830574208 0.056425 NO 
5,5,3,0 5684658408 0.008952 NO 
5,5,2,1 20154697992 0.031739 NO 
5,4,4,0 7895358900 0.012433 NO 
5,4,3,1 82111732560 0.129307 NO 
5,4,2,2 67182326640 0.105797 NO 
5,3,3,2 98534079072 0.1551680 YES 
4,4,4,1 19007345500 0.029932 NO 
4,4,3,2 136852887600 0.215512 YES 
4,3,3,3 66905856160 0.105361 YES 
Total: 635013559600 1   
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Opening Hand Point Count Probabilities 
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37 4 0.00000000001 6.30E-12 13 
36 60 0.00000000009 1.01E-10 12.4 

35 624 0.00000000098 1.08E-09 12.0769 

34 4,484 0.00000000706 8.14E-09 11.4585 

33 22,360 0.00000003521 4.34E-08 11.2161 

32 109,156 0.00000017190 2.15E-07 10.6851 

31 388,196 0.00000061132 8.27E-07 10.4401 

30 1,396,068 0.00000219849 3.03E-06 10.0376 

29 4,236,588 0.00000667165 9.70E-06 9.7116 

28 11,790,760 0.00001856770 2.83E-05 9.4187 

27 31,157,940 0.00004906660 7.73E-05 9.0614 

26 74,095,248 0.00011668300 0.000194 8.7857 

25 167,819,892 0.00026427800 0.000458 8.467 

24 354,993,864 0.00055903400 0.001017 8.1655 

23 710,603,628 0.00111904000 0.002136 7.8697 

22 1,333,800,036 0.00210043000 0.004237 7.5769 

21 2,399,507,844 0.00377867000 0.008015 7.2797 

20 4,086,538,404 0.00643536000 0.014451 6.9817 

19 6,579,838,440 0.01036170000 0.024813 6.7023 

18 10,192,504,020 0.01605080000 0.040863 6.3982 

17 14,997,082,848 0.02361690000 0.064480 6.1113 

16 21,024,781,756 0.03310920000 0.097590 5.8196 

15 28,090,962,724 0.04423680000 0.141826 5.5275 

14 36,153,374,224 0.05693320000 0.198760 5.2273 

13 43,906,944,752 0.06914330000 0.267903 4.9381 

12 50,971,682,080 0.08026870000 0.348172 4.645 

11 56,799,933,520 0.08944680000 0.437618 4.3279 

10 59,723,754,816 0.09405110000 0.531669 4.0415 

9 59,413,313,872 0.09356230000 0.625232 3.7356 

8 56,466,608,128 0.08892190000 0.714154 3.4192 

7 50,979,441,968 0.08028090000 0.794435 3.0811 

6 41,619,399,184 0.06554100000 0.859975 2.8059 

5 32,933,031,040 0.05186190000 0.911837 2.462 

4 24,419,055,136 0.03845440000 0.950292 2.0525 

3 15,636,342,960 0.02462360000 0.974915 1.7448 

2 8,611,542,576 0.01356120000 0.988477 1.4186 

1 5,006,710,800 0.00788442000 0.996361 1 

0 2,310,789,600 0.00363896000 1 0 

 635,013,599,600 ###############    
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Balanced-UnBalanced Openings Convention Card 
 
 

 


